
 
 

 

 
 

 
Dear Ms Pow 
 
BROKEN PROMISES 
 
We write to you in your capacity as MP of Taunton Deane constituency, an area 
that contains part of the Somerset badger cull zone, and as a recently recused 
trustee of Somerset Wildlife Trust.  You consistently talk about your love of 
wildlife and the importance of integrating wildlife and farming. Now we learn you 
support the repeal of the Hunting Act so can only suppose that you think foxes 
are, for some reason, a species apart. How about badgers?  We would 
appreciate a straight answer to a straight question: do you support the badger 
cull? 
 
We ask because your stance appears to be ambiguous.  We have read your 
website with interest and asked a leading Government scientist and animal 
disease expert to look at your statement on the badger cull.   The implication is 
that you strongly support the Government’s position. That is, of course, in 
opposition to the recommendations of the Bow Group.  And it is not supported by 
the consensus of independent scientific thinking or, of course, the most recent 
statement from the Wildlife Trusts.1 
 
How can this be? We understand you were an environmental correspondent for 
HTV in the past as well as a trustee of Somerset Wildlife Trus (SWT)t. Surely you 
must be aware of the importance of maintaining biodiversity and a healthy 
ecosystem?  As a trustee, you are responsible for the “governance and strategic 
direction” of SWT so you must also be aware of the RSWT’s position against the 
badger cull  In addition, we know from various encounters with you that, in public 
you have consistently undermined the position of the RSWT. 
 
1. You have stated that the badger cull issue is ‘done and dusted’.  With the 
recent withdrawal of the BVA’s support for free-shooting badgers many people 
and organisations such as the RSWT disagree with you.  As Professor Charles 
Godfray said many months ago, the Government decision to cull badgers is a 
political decision.  The policy is in opposition to the consensus of independent 
scientific thinking, the best available in the country, that firmly believes Bovine TB 
is essentially a cattle problem and needs to be sorted out within the national 
cattle herd.  Since you represent people in your constituency who are opposed to 
the badger cull, we hope you are, at the very least, familiar with the recent public 
statement from Professor Bourne on what policies would work best for cattle, 
farmers and wildlife in reducing bTB  
 

                                                        
1 http://www.wildlifetrusts.org/pilot-culls 



 

 

2. You have also stated that badgers need culling because they are 'over-
populated’. On the contrary, leading badger ecologists would disagree since long 
running ecological programmes at Woodchester show that badger populations, 
left alone, stabilise with time.  Overall, however, the population is recovering from 
decades of persecution but the evidence shows it will not keep expanding. 
 
3. You have also said that badgers need culling because they are responsible for 
the worrying and precipitous decline in hedgehog numbers.  Leading hedgehog 
scientists disagree with this simplistic view.  Naturally, badgers predate 
hedgehogs.  However, the two species have co-existed for millennia   What has 
changed in recent years to the detriment of hedgehog populations is increasing 
habitat fragmentation. Intensive farming has removed huge swathes of hedgehog 
habitat. This is combined with the use of pesticides and herbicides removing 
much of their food supply plus an increasingly pronounced lack of marginal 
habitat around field edges. Added to this is urbanisation such as the vast network 
of infrastructure development and road building programmes planned for the next 
few years. 
 
4.  During a meeting with one of our group at Wells you, fairly abruptly, refused to 
countenance any discussion of the independent scientific opposition to the 
badger cull.  At the risk of repeating ourselves, we hope you take every 
opportunity to familiarise yourself with both the position that the RSWT takes and 
the evidence base that opposes Government policy.  It is particularly worrying 
that there are no MPs in the HoC with a scientific background and as a result, 
MPs are open to intense lobbying from vested interests such as the vociferous 
farming lobby. 
 
However, you are at pains to profess a love of green spaces that would, one 
hope, embrace the whole ecosystem including pivotal species such as foxes and 
badgers.  Imagine, for instance, East Africa without lions or jackals?  Or the 
Brazilian Pantanal without jaguars? We note that your husband is involved with a 
farming trust. Much can be done to alleviate the hedgehog’s plight and other key 
indicator species with sympathetic farming; along, of course, with the 
encouragement of habitat for pollinating insects which in turn helps vulnerable 
species such as swifts and house martins and, of course, bats.  With such a 
publicly declared interest in wildlife and a recent meeting with Simon Nash to talk 
about ‘a sustainable countryside’, we look forward to the first Conservative West 
Somerset MP publicly supporting and pushing wildlife-friendly, progressive 
policies in both town and country .  



 

 

Are you still a trustee of Somerset Wildlife Trust? Their website doesn’t make this 
clear so we ‘ll send a copy of this letter to them and hope very much that either 
the Trust or the RSWT can explain more to you about the basic ecology and 
relationship of badgers and hedgehogs   Right now, it seems to us that your 
professed love of nature is simple political spin and, in its own way, another 
broken promise by the Conservatives to add to the list compiled in the national 
press. 
 
 
 
Yours sincerely 

Members of Somerset Against the Badger Cull 

 

 

Somerset Against the Badger Cull is a group of individuals united in one 
aim - to oppose the indefensible, inhumane and unscientific badger cull in 
West Somerset 

 

 


