Patrolling

what it is and why it’s important

How to use
This document is produced in the form of an interactive PDF. However, not all PDF readers will
give you the full functionality.
All hyperlinks are shown in bold, blue italic as in this example. If your reader does not launch
the hyperlinks in a new window, you may need to use the back arrow or minimise the screen
to return to the document.
We hope that this document will give you a better idea of what patrolling is and how it helps to
save badgers’ lives.
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What is patrolling?
If you’ve never been on a badger patrol, chances are you won’t have ever
done anything like it and so may be unsure about what to expect.
First it’s important to know that they’re completely legal. Some groups will
have Police liaison at the meeting points. We walk along public footpaths,
bridleways, roads and so on. Routes are planned to help protect, but not to
disturb badgers.
The purpose is to be a visible presence and to exercise our democratic
right to show our opposition to the badger culling policy. It’s a peaceful
form of protest; we don’t intimidate or harass anyone and we do nothing
illegal. We’re simply there to help to protect badgers (and sometimes other
wildlife). Since cull contractors are not allowed to shoot at free roaming
badgers while there are people in the area, simply being in a public place,
close to badgers at risk, can be enough to save their lives.
It also gives us an opportunity to ensure that culling is being carried out in
accordance with the cull licence. Illegal badger culling and persecution has
been discovered and passed on to the Police for investigation.
Patrolling is also very sociable as you’ll meet so many like-minded others
and make many great new friendships.

Why do people choose to patrol?
Many people have written to their MPs, answered public consultations,
written to papers and tried to get their voices heard on local and national
media.
Despite this and the scientists, conservationists, welfare organisations
and public consultations that are consistently against the badger cull, the
Government appears to ignore us all.

“ Winning is about not giving up ”
- Chris Packham

No country has carried out a government-sponsored cull of a native species
on this scale in modern times so once the cull began, people realised that
something else was needed.

Badger patrols are unique. They clearly show the Government, the
farming industry and the media that people of all ages care about their
wildlife. During the culls, local people mix with those from further
afield. There’s a wide range of ages but all are committed to standing
up for badgers
The Government’s determination to listen to the pro-cull lobby groups
instead of the evidence base means thousands more badgers will be
killed – needlessly. Their refusal to listen must strengthen our resolve.
We will never give up on our badgers.

“ Never doubt that a small group

of thoughtful, committed, citizens
can change the world. Indeed, it is
the only thing that ever has ”
— Margaret Mead

Day patrolling
Many people will have heard of night patrols, but may not
be aware that many patrollers will be active during the day.
Day patrolling often takes place in the same areas as night
patrols. Sett surveying earlier in the year will have identified
areas that have badger activity and where badgers are at
risk.
Day patrollers walk in those areas looking out for any signs
that badgers may be in imminent danger. Those who
regularly check the same areas get to know what’s normal
and what’s not.
The information from day patrols gives groups the best
chance of being in the right areas during the night patrols to
help save badgers. Day patrols will sometimes come across
wildlife crime that will be reported to the Police.

Night patrolling
Night patrols will be sent to those areas that day patrollers
have identified as important for that night. In addition to
patrols, many others head out independently or in their own
small groups, and we are often given information by badger
friendly locals.
Night patrollers wear hi viz and carry torches; our aim is to
be as visible as possible. This means that often, if cullers see
patrollers in a given location, they may simply decide not to
attempt to shoot at that location that night.
Some groups will have pre-arranged meeting points for
patrollers. Other groups may assign patrollers to areas by
telephone or have given patrollers set areas to look after.
Patrollers can choose how long they are out. Some may be
out for just a few hours, others may be out until dawn. This
is entirely your choice.

Independent patrolling
Some people prefer to patrol independently from an
organised patrol, either by themselves (although we would
not recommend this) or with a small group of friends.
This can be done of course and you can choose whatever
time suits you best.
However, we would suggest that you contact your local
group to let them know what your plans are, so that groups
know who’s out and where people are.
This means that efforts need not be duplicated, and if
you are happy to follow your local group’s basic protocols
regarding checking in and out and reporting of information,
everyone’s efforts will be more effective and you can benefit
from having the backup of a larger team behind you.

What if I’m unable to walk far?
If you’re unable to walk far, there are still plenty of ways that
you can get involved.
For example, not all patrollers have transport, so in many
zones, drivers have proved invaluable by giving lifts and
allowing those without transport to get out into the zones to
patrol.
You can also opt to sit at strategic vantage points. This could
be a bench at the top of a hill, or it could involve simply
sitting in your car.
If you have transport, you may sometimes be able to sit at a
number of vantage points during your time out, increasing
the number of areas that can be covered.
Whatever you do, you’ll be an extra pair of eyes looking out
for badgers at risk.

Is it safe?
Like anything in life, nothing can ever be guaranteed to be 100% safe.
However, the risks involved in patrolling are no more than would be expected with any
countryside walk. Night patrolling will only carry a slight extra risk because you will be walking
at night.
It is important to realise that hundreds of people have been involved with patrolling over the
six year period since the cull started. There have been no injuries more serious than the odd
twisted ankle, and no patroller has ever been arrested.
For badgers however the cull is life-threatening and over 67,000 have lost their lives to date.

What backup is there for me?
All groups look out for each other. Groups will vary in how
they operate, but all will have support systems in place.
Many will have a central contact number. In some cases
this will operate 24/7 during the cull period. It is usual that
you will check in and out with this central number when you
start and end your patrol.
This ensures that the operator knows who is where at any
given time and knows that you’re safe. The operator can
offer advice, take your reports, and can help or send backup
if you encounter any problems.
Your local group will advise you of its protocol, and it is
important that you follow this, as it is for your and other
people’s benefits.

Will I know if I’ve saved badgers?
It’s a question that many new patrollers ask and the answer
is that in most cases you won’t know. But this doesn’t mean
you’ve not been effective.
Since patrols, particularly night patrols, are designed to be a
visible presence, patrollers rarely have any interactions with
cull contractors.
This means that although you won’t necessarily see or hear
anything, simply being there, may have saved badgers for
another day or night.
However, from time to time it is obvious to patrollers that
they have been effective, or you may find out later, and
there’s no better feeling than going to bed knowing that
badgers have survived another night because of you.

Do I need to be able to map read?
If you’re heading out to an area that you’re not familiar with,
then at least one member of your group will need to be able
to map read and take a grid reference.
If you’ve not tried map reading before you’ll find it’s not as
difficult as you may think and modern technology has made
it even more simple over the last few years.
Ordnance Survey has a free PDF available for download that
is helpful for beginners through to advanced map readers.
It also produces some really useful apps for your smart
phone or tablet. These apps will show you where you are
on the map, which direction you’re travelling in, and also
allows you to plot, record and share routes. OS Maps allows
you to see the standard map as well as satellite views that
can be really handy.

Do I need to be able to map read? ... continued
The other great advantage with this app is that when you buy the paper version of an OS map,
you also get a code that allows you to download an electronic version of the map to the OS
Maps app.
This app links with the online app Ordnance Survey comes in useful. This allows you to plot,
record and share routes.
This app will also give you approximate grid references and show the location name, but for a
more accurate grid reference, Grid Reference by Arthur Embleton (available from Google Play)
is a good free app to get.

A patroller’s first time out
This was written a few years ago by a new patroller in the West Somerset zone and gives a good account of what
to expect.
Torch. Tick.
Boots. Tick.
High-viz. Tick ...
It took minutes to gather the stuff I needed and days to summon the gumption to go, but after reading the evidence
that said that culling badgers was a bad idea I decided I had to DO something rather than sit and fret about it.
I’d read that people against the cull had organised themselves and were going out ‘on patrol’ in the badger cull zones,
exercising their legal right to protest by walking public footpaths. I could do that, I thought. I could stroll about a bit. So
I plumped for the cull zone in West Somerset, and one autumn day I got my stuff together and went.
The journey to Somerset took a few hours and by the time I reached the car park in Williton (the meeting place for
Somerset Badger Patrol) I was full of anticipation and rising excitement.
There were people milling around, dressed in fluorescent tabards. All were friendly and eager to get going. The person
in charge assigned us to teams and gave us a location. Then I clambered into a vehicle with three others and we
set off.
It’s quiet in the countryside in the dead of night. There’s the chirp of crickets, the occasional flap of a maize leaf lifted
by a breeze or the wavering hoot of an owl. We murmur to each other, but mostly we are silent, intent on keeping our
footing on the uneven ground.

We step over snails, point out toads and glimpse the snow-white scuts of rabbits caught in our torch beams. If we’re
lucky we may see a badger or two which is a heart-gladdening sight and we’re reminded that while we’re close-by they
are safe. Overhead, the sky is bursting with stars. There are hundreds more than I thought existed, but that’s because
I’m deep in the countryside away from light pollution. I gaze heavenward, rapt in awe. It’s as if someone has spilled a
bowl of sugar up there.
We pause to check where we are on the map or to take a sip of water (walking can be thirsty work). We chat, mostly
about our love of wildlife, pleased to be sharing our evening with like-minded souls.
I let my mind wander as we troop back to the car. I could have spent my evening in front of the TV. Instead I chose to
ramble in the countryside at night with a bunch of people I’ve never met before. It’s a bizarre experience, yet hugely
uplifting. I’m glad to be here doing something worthwhile; to be taking part; to be making a stand; knowing that this
evening might have passed by like any other, but instead it’s an evening I’ll never forget.
When we’ve finished our walk, we drive back to Williton, tired but satisfied. I say goodbye to my fellow patrollers, then
climb into my car and start for home.
Torch. Tick.
Boots. Tick.
High-viz. Tick
New friends. Tick.
A sense of achievement. Tick.
I’ll be coming again.

Live streamed video
Somerset Badger Patrol live streamed from some of its patrols in 2016.

If your PDF viewer is not allowing you to see the
video, the URL is:
http://bit.ly/LiveStreamedPatrol

Find your local group
You can easily find the contact details for your local group by visiting the Badger Action
Network website.

We hope that this document has been of use to you and that
you’ve been inspired to join a patrol in a zone close to you.

