
To: The Clerk of the Parish Council 

 

URGENT: PLEASE ENSURE THIS IS PASSED TO EVERY MEMBER OF THE PARISH 

COUNCIL 

 

Starting on 1st September, we have heard that this year's Badger Cull Licences will 

extend across the whole of Somerset for the first time. This means every parish will 

be affected. For those sitting on the Parish Council that come from farming 

communities, this may not be a surprise. But, for others, it may.  

 

It will certainly come as a surprise to most of your parishoners which appears to 

contravene the terms of the Aarhus Convention to which the UK is a signatory. Under 

this international convention, it is noted that it's the right of everyone to receive 

environmental information that is held by public authorities. On this particular issue, 

parishioners may be pleased that the badger cull has arrived on their doorstep. They 

may be horrified. Or they may be indifferent. However we believe they have a right  

to know. 

 

We know that the Government and NFU claim that cull locations and, indeed, the 

identity of participants has to be secret for the safety of those participating in the 

cull. But it's important to note that this claim has been tested by the Information 

Tribunal and appears to have been found to be wanting. In this judgement, Natural 

England and Defra couldn't provide the evidence to substantiate the claim. It's also 

important to note that both Defra and Natural England dropped their right to appeal 

and that the judgement acknowledges people have a right to identify those 

participating in the cull in order to peacefully lobby them (reference below (1)) 

 

In addition, from 2013 SABC has worked closely with senior members of Avon & 

Somerset Police including the Chief Constable to ensure that there is fair and 

impartial policing for both sides, cull operatives and badger protectors. This year, the 

National Engagement Lead for Operation Cobb 2020 (the special police operation set 

up every year to police the cull) has re-emphasised in writing that we all live in a 

liberal, democratic country where we have the right to lawfully and peacefully protest 

if we oppose some aspect of our society. 

 

We hope that the new cull companies that will be licenced this year to operate in 

North Somerset, Bath & North East Somerset, Somerset and South Somerset have 

already been in touch with you. Just in case they haven't, it's important to note that 

there are dedicated Police Liaison Officers (PLOs) for both sides: the cull community 

and the protector community. We feel it's important to let those parishoners who are 

worried about shooting or encounter cull operatives that there is a dedicated PLO 

that can be contacted. If anyone finds a dead or wounded badger in their garden 



(and, yes, this has happened) they should ring the 24/7 helpline of Somerset Badger 

Group (SBG) on 07850 604585. SBG liaises closely with both the police and RSPCA. 

 

The police operation will go live on the first day of the cull (1st September) though 

some areas will not start culling until 7th September or 14th September. The 

farming/cull community may have the number of their PLO, the number for the 

protector community will be on our website   

 

However, as always, if parishoners feel in imminent danger, ring 999. If not, ring 101. 

 

Members of SABC have noticed - and reported - that badger persecution has already 

risen across the county. Prior evidence shows such activities may increase 

exponentially. So we would like to take the opportunity to remind everyone on the 

Parish Council that the Licence to kill badgers only applies to key cull operatives that 

have undergone training and hold a special licence.  The Licence generally last six 

weeks (with maybe a couple of days added) but once expired, any killing of badgers 

is unlawful. Setts are still protected, even during the cull, so any disturbance of setts 

is still a wildlife crime. Putting any type of snare on badger runs is illegal and a 

wildlife crime. Putting poison out for badgers is a wildlife crime.   

 

Last but not least, we would also like to remind members of the Parish Council that 

those landowners who have chosen not to participate in the cull may already have 

been subjected to immense pressure to join from those within the farming 

community to join. They deserve the respect and privacy that others enjoy and they 

do not want cull operatives trespassing on their land in the dead of night to shoot 

their badgers. Trespassing with a firearm without the landowner's permission is a 

criminal offence.  

 

Reference: 

1. GENERAL REGULATORY CHAMBER INFORMATION RIGHTS - First Tier 

Tribunal - held before Judge Angel 

The judgement includes in para 101: 

Most of the incidents described seem to us to be perfectly lawful protester activity, such as 
marching or demonstrating to gain public support for their cause; or identifying 
participants who can be lobbied and using largely lawful methods to try to persuade 
them to cease involvement in the culls through social media, phone calls, writing 
polite letters to retailers of farm produce etc.”  

 


